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College CEOs Must Drive Athletic Reform

& illege presidents — ome the
A Eatter of two studemt-athletes —

it dlisagris on a0ani e, bol
ome matter on which we are in agreement
s the dmportamees of oollege atbderics, boch
10 the instRutions who sponscr them and
10 the Audent sthletes wha benefit from
padticapabing, W are alse in accosd on the
need lor reform in BCAL Division 101
athberics,

Ton many scamcals abound in college
sparts teday bevause of 4 lack of insting
sinnal enmirnl. In recent yesrs, thers have
bevm reports of misbehzvior by plapers,
coaches and even college presidents, all for
the smke of winning.

Althoagh Division I institickons con-
frord Fewer issues than their Division |
cerunlenpracts, some exist at all kvels. a1
Viesley Codlege, intercnllegise: sthletics
ot directly do the president. This is
vmsual for a [vision U insrietion. The
reason for thas ongamizational strachors at
Wzgley is simgde: to progerly ™ rame”
cortext nf mdercnllsgiate sports 1o the sta
dent population The president diairs the
Athletic Management Council, comsistimg
ol the chief academic officer, the faoely
aihletics represenaanive, the chief finasial
alfioer, athletic director and assoomaie ath-
|etic director, Brioriies are s ai these
meetings; and mhletic schecdales ane
pevicwed bo minimize missod class time,

Through the vears, we hawe come to
kmoaw oy inllisge athlieress Seseral are
noww maccessful in busimess and the: profes-
sions. Many bormer shadent-athabztes point
to pewapding experiences on felds amd
coursts during their cllege vears. Howerer,
thwey alsa sy thal, because of arhletics, they
misssed out on experiences th aee an inkes
gl part of college life. They sy, ™ wish [

had had more time i be a regular
stodent’
I chieir bk Becaiming i Game:
Corffepe Sporss g Edvcariomal Valves, Bill
Bewwen and Sarah Levim nae thar even &1
some of the finest colleges in the country,
stwdent-athletes are being tsolared from
the mainstream shudeni popaelations.
Oiten, students' [ves are dictetec by their
gogchied deman ds far practios and workaul
sesions. As 2 result, ool lege athdetes often
piss up proenising internship oppormunt-
fies, s.rn-l’r:.-.fhrm:.‘- FAETamS, i.-f:HT::h'iTl.':
amd ather extracurricalar activities that
vkl haee brnsdened their horizons snd
expanided thesr career oodinns.
Effoers by the HCAA Jesadership and
mlle-ﬂ: LEDs zne well intentioneds hivwever,
they hinvi: coon goone far enough. ollege doud
university leadership must work waesher
1o restore credibility bo college <poris that
comiribaie to the learning caperienoe of
student-athletes. Some addibional reccen
riverediions fioe '.|.4||.'|.:|.'|.:r|.a.'d-.1|4.$. bz
o o cimbined experiznos, Sllow
= Cillisges must mire carefully monigon
their adrvissiong procoedures — no
bomzer granting excepbions for athletes
wh kck the mormal Faguinements. Mors
attention needs to be grven to standords
o the collepe & the academic philso-
piry ol the NCA& Division D11

= Colleges must addees the scheduling of
amtercollegiate contests, Conferences must
take a sivonger parion on in-week
games. A !'m'lir.:.l s|||1|'h1rlinﬁ primariy
weekind competition wiuld reaalt in liss
missrd clpss and lah time

= Collezes moust weck b carb the commmer-
clalezation of ineeronllegiate sports, The
merd in remain ompetitive in college
alleics has Sooced comanesckalization

and “keeping up with the ks i ath-
leti aiilithes, Athleic wemees should be
of reasonahle size and quality aned safe
for practioe and onbests

- l::ull,ﬁ;u:-s. shaadd novt vacllate oo the issoe
ol sportsmansip. This not only indudes
an-fiekl hebeavior of arti cipants, hut
alsa, cooed behavior as well.

= Collepes st place o geeater emphasis
an the: physical readiness of Studin
athletes. Sories shound of sudents rush-
iez back in pley folkwing injaries.

= Cnll=ges mmst place a strunger smphass
an balameing expendinanes, Too frequent-
I:.'. mew mihletic facilitees are H_i'.'en higher
priority over Fararies, dasseooms aid
lakes that odten wre in 2 state of disrepair
The disparity between athbetic and ac-
dimic facilithes semds the wromg messags
to stoderas and alwmni, and may alienate
prospective dinors a5 well.

Placed in their proper cntest, oollege
athletics can and should add value s the
tninl college experience of student-aghles.
Thase puidilings coukd belp inssivations
maintain a hedler academmiciathletic hal-
amce for buth the stodent-ahbetes and the
callepes and undrersities ol
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angiifuer e uas served e @ college CF0 since
3501 ana brs served as am officer of Division
I e Eweisaoss IV ankdene coagfrenies
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